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Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place

ML

Norfolk, Virginia 23510-2191 James R. Paschall_
ENT Senior General Attor MANAGEMENT
Office of Pror‘eedlngs T8
AUG 2 9 2006
(757) 629-2759 Publia Rocord August 28, 2006

VIA DHL EXPRESS

Mr. Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Re: STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub. No. 268X), Norfolk Southern Railway
Company — Abandonment - In Lorain County, Ohio — Notice of Exemption

Dear Mr. Williams:

Enclosed for filing with the Board in the captioned proceeding are an 6rigina| and
ten copies of the Notice of Exemption. Also enclosed is a check in the amount of
$3,100.00 to cover the filing fee.

Please acknowledge receipt on the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to me
in the enclosed, self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Yours very truly,

FEE BECEIVED S—6 Gl

AUG 2 9 2008 James R. Paschall
JRP/kch
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BEFORE THE.

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-290 (SUB-NO. 268X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

- ABANDONME.NT, VILLAGE OF SHEFFIELD --

IN LORAIN COUNTY,FOHIO

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

COMES NOW Norfolk Sout'hern' Railway Company ("NSR") and files this notice
of exemption from regulation under 49 U.S.C. §§ 10903, pursuant to the provisions of
49 U.S.C. § 10502 and 49 CFR § 1152.50, for abandonment of its line of railroad lying-
between mileposts LV-22.32 and LV-23.55 and between mileposts LV-24.17 and LV-
25.25 in the Village of Sheffield,'in Lorain County, Ohio.

Pursuant to regulations adopted by the Interstate Commerce Commission in Ex
- Parte No. 274 (Sub-Nos. 8 and 8A), Exemption of Out of Service Rail Lines, 366 I.C.C.
885 (1983) and 1 I.C.é.2d 55 (1984), and by the Surface Transportation Board (“Board”

or “STB") in STB Ex Parte No. 537, Abandonment and Discohtinuance of Rail Lines

and Rail Transportation Under 49 U.S.C. 10903,- served December 24, 1996, and
~ codified at 49 CFR § 1152.50, NSR states as follows:




- Traffic Certification - §§ 1152.50(b) and (d)(2)

As the attached certificate of Generali Manager G. R. Comstock confirms, no
traffic has originated, terminated or moved overhead on this line éegment for at least
two years (or any overhead traffic on the line can be rerouted over other lines), and no
complaint is pending with the Board ora U. S. District Court or has been decided in
favor of a complainant concerning cessation of service over this line within the two-year
period. |

NSR previously discontinued service over both segments of the line pursuant to
a notice of exemption to abandon a line of railroad between milepost LV-0.0 and
milepost LV-1.15 near Lake Junction, OH and to discontinue service between milepost
LV-22.32 and milepost LV-25.25 near South Lorain, OH in ICC Docket No. AB-290_
(Sub-No. 7X), Norfolk and Western Railway Company — Exemption — Abandonment at
Lake Junction, OH and Discontinuance at South Lorain, OH, served February 12, 1988.
(That prior notice contains a typographical error in which the milepost prefix is shown as

‘LW,” rather than “LV,” as shown on the accompanying map.)

Consummation Date - § 1152.50(d)(2)

The effective date of the abandonment between mileposts LV-22.32 and LV-
23.55 and between mileposts LV-24.17 and LV-25.25 in the Village of Sheffield, in
Lorain County, Ohio, will be October 18, 2006.

i

General Corporate Information - § 11 52.22(a)(1-2) and (7)

The party filing this notice is Norfolk Southern Ra'ilway Company, a common
carrier by railroad subject to STB jurisdiction under the Interstate Commerce
Commission Termination Act (Interstate Transportation Act) (49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV,

Chapter 105), whose representative to whom correspondence may be sent is:



James R. Paschall

Senior General Attorney
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, Virginia 23510
(757) 629-2759

Description of the Line and the Relief Sought - § 1152.22(a)(3-4 and 7)

Thé relief sought is an ekémption from the prior approval requirements of 49
U.S.C. §10903 in order for NSR to abandon the subject line. The line that will be
subject to abandonment under tﬁe exemption consists of 2.31 miles of track between
mileposts LV-22.32 and LV-23.§5 and between mileposts LV-24.17 and LV-25.25 in the
Village of Shefﬁelvd,‘ in Lorain Couﬁty, Ohio. A map showing the line to bé abandoned,
other rail lines in the area, highways,' and population centers is attached as Exhibit 1 to

this notfce. The line traverses United States Postal Service ZIP Code 44055, in Lorain,

Ohio. The line includes the former station of South Lorain.

', Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes - § 1152.22(e)(4)

NSR has received no inquiries”about public use of the right-of-way comprising
the Line and is uﬁaware of any potential public purposes to which the right-of-way rﬁay |
be suited. | | |
 NSR is not aware of any restriction on the title to the right-of-way that would
affect the transfer of title or the use of propeﬁy for other than rail purposes but will
provfde full title information promptly if it receives a proposal to acquire the property for

public purposes.



Labor Protection - § 1152.50(d)(2)

Since the line to be abandoned has been out of service for over two years, NSR
believes no employees will be adversely affected by exercise of abari'donment authority
for this line. However, as a condition to exercfse of the authority permitted in this
matter, NSR will éccept the imposition of standard labor protective conditions as set

forth in Oreqbn Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979).

Environmental and Historic Reports; Certifications - § 1105.7 and § 1105.8

Attached are environmental and historical reports prepared and served in
accordance with the Surface Transportation Board’s regulations. NSR certifies that the
notice and transmittal requirements of § 1105.7, § 1105.8 and § 1105.11 have been

met.

Service and Newspaper Notice RequirementsACertification - § 1152.50(d)(1-2)

As the attached certification indicates, NSR certifies that it has complied with the
service and riotice requirements of § 1152.50(d)(1)(certain government agencies) and §

1105.12 (newspaper notice).



For the foregoing reasons, NSR believes the proposed rail line abandonment
is exempt from the prior approval regiiirerients of 49 U.S.C. §§ 10903 pursuant to

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 and requests that the Board serve the appropriate notice of

exemption.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn B. MéQuade

Vice President ,

Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Of Counsel:

James R. Paschall

Senior General Attorney
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-2191
(757) 629-2759

Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Dated: August 28, 2006



CERTIFICATION

STATE OF GEORGIA :
CITY OF ATLANTA >

G. R. Comstock makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western
Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that the two segments of line between
mileposts LV 22.32 and LV 23.55 and betweeh mileposts LV 24.17 énd LV 25.25 in the
Village of Sheffield, in Lorain County, Ohio, over w.hich operations are to be abandoned,
are subject to his supervision and direction; that no local traffic has moved over the
segments of line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has rﬁO\;éd over the
segments of line for at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be
rerouted over other lines; and that no formal corﬁplaint filed. by a user qf rail service on the
segments of line or a state or Iocal government entity acting on behalf of such user
regarding cessation of service over the segmenfs of line either is pending before the

Surface Transportation Board or any U. S. District Court or has been decided in favor of

Ao

G. R. Comstock "

-the complainant within the two-year period.

Subsciib d and sworn to before me
this A3 day of Oujwvc , 2006.

“Many K Kk

Notary Public

My commission expires:

_wamon County, Georgia
My Commission Expires June 9th 2008



CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify (1), pursuant to § 1105.11, that Environmental and Historic
Reports were submitted to the agencies identified in § 1105.7(b) and to the appropriate
State Historic Preservation Officer (see Exhibit 2); (2), pursuant to § 1105.12, that a
hotice of intent to abandon rail service was published in The Morning Journal, Lorain,
Ohio, on August 1, 2006 (seeA Exhibit 3); and (3) that the notice required by §
1152.50(d)(1) was given (see Exhibit 4). ' |

) Q Gl

Yames R. Paschall

Dated: August 28, 2006



VERIFICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
: : - 88:
CITY OF NORFOLK

"Kathryri B. McQuade, being duly sworn, deposes and says that she is Vice
President of Norfolk Southern Railway Company; fhaf she is authorized to sign, verify,
and file with the Surface Transportation Board the foregoing Notice of Exemption in AB-
290 (Sub-No. 268X) on behalf of Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that she has
carefully examined all of the statements contained in said Notice of Exemption; that she
has knowledge of the matters set forth therein; and that all such statements made and
matters set forth are true and correct to the best of her knowledge, information, and

belief.

K, (2N

Kathryn B. McQdade J

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this <24  dayof Ju et 2006.

R =

otary Public

My commission expires: ° .

[ brenbe~ B0, L007

[SEAL] i,

. r
y PAT
- 2




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing thice of Exemption was served
upon Mr. Alan R. Schriber, Chairman, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio; dhio
Department of Transportation, Division of Rail Transportation; U. S Department of
Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service; Regional Director, National Park Service; Ms.
Jan Matthews, Associate Director, U. S. Department of the Intevrior-NationaI Park
Service; and the United States Department of Defense (MTMCTEA); on August 28,
2006, by first class mail, postage prepaid.

;)f&@w/é«é/

. /James R. Paschall
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EXHIBIT 2

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ON
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
(FROM MP LV 25.25 TO LV 24.17 and FROM MP LV 23.55 TO LV 22.32
IN THE VILLAGE OF SHEFFIELD, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO)

April 17, 2006
Revised July 10, 2006

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
THREE COMMERCIAL PLACE
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23510-9207
: {
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ON
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT

Abandonment of: 2.31 miles of track between Milepost LV 25.25 and Milepost

LV 24.17 and between Milepost LV 23.55 and Milepost
LV 22.32 in the Village of Sheffield, Lorain County, Ohio

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (hereinéﬂer called NSR) proposes to
abandon two adjacent segments of rail line in the Village of Sheffield in Lorain
County, Ohio. The segments under consideration total approximately 2.31 miles
between mileposts LV 25.25 and LV 24.17 and between miIepo;ts LV 23.55 and
LV 22.32. A Map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as
Appendix A. |

The alternative to abandonment of the line is to retain the trackége in place.

This alternative is not satisfactory. Service over the line is not required to serve
any active shippers and freight service over both segments was formally
discontinued in 1988 pursuant to ICC Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No.?x). NSR
would incur opportunity and holding costs that would be absorbed by other
customers were the line to be retained without being used for active rail freight

service.
NSR’s letter to federal, state and local government agencies is attached as
Appendix B. Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of

consultations can be found in Appendix C.

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems and
patterns are expected to be negligible. For over fifteen years, no traffic has

14



moved on the line segments proposed for abandonment. Consequently, no rail

traffic will be diverted to highway as a result of the abandonment.

(i)

LAND USE

Land Use Plans

The proposed abandonment involves 2.31 miles of rail line located in
Lorain County, Ohio. The land along the line segments is about 95%
forest with some residential areas and industrial development on land
surrounding the line segment. The absence of traffic on -the rail line
indicates a substantial lack of rail-dependent land uses in the area;
therefore, any impacts should be negligible.

The opinion of the office of Lorain County Community Development, a
division of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners, was requested and
their response can be found in _Appendix C. The Board did advise
Norfolk Southern of parties interested in developing commuter and/or
excursion rail services in the area and also suggested consultation with
the Village of Sheffield, the entity with planning authority in the project
area. NSR requested consultation from the Village of Sheffield, but to
date has not received a response. The Village of Sheffield has previously
proposed building a roadway through this property to serve an industrial
park. Lorain County Metro Parks also expressed interest in the property
should abandonment of the rail line occur. A copy of the correspondence
received from the Lorain County Metro Parks can also be found in
Appendix C.

This abandonment is not expected to have any adverse effects on existing

land use and may in fact improve local transportation.
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4.

(ii)

(iii)

()

Prime Agricultural Lands '

Ninety to ninety-five percent of soil types adjacent to these segments of rail
are classified as' prime agricultural land; however, the United States
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service believes
the proposed abanddnment will have no adverse affect on the land. A copy of
this response can be found in Appendix C.

Coastal Zone

Through consultation with the Ohio Department of Natural Reéources
Office of Coastal Management, attached in Appendix C, it has been
determined that neither segment of rail line proposed for abandonment is

within Ohio’s Coastal Area.

Alternative Public Use

The right-of-Way should be suitable for alternative use; however the
ségments are non-contiguous. As discussed above, the line segments fall
within a corridor for which the Village of Sheffield has shown interest in
constructing a roadway. In addition, the Lorain County Metro Parks has
also expressed interest in obtaining the property for recreational purposes.

ENERGY

(i)

Development and Transportation of Energy Resources

Development and transportation of energy resources will not be affected
by the abandonment as no freight traffic has moved over the line in over

fifteen years.

16



+ (i) Movement/Recovery of Recyclable Commodities

Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be affected by
the abandonment as no freight traffic has moved over the line since 1988.

(i)  Impact on Energy Efficiency

Energy efficiency will not be impacted by the proposed abandonment as
no freight or passenger traffic has moved over the line proposed for
abandonment for many years.

(v) Diversion of Traffic to Motor Carriers

No traffic is exbected to be diverted to motor carriers in connection with
the proposed abandonment.

AR

The proposed action does not exceed Surface Transportation Board thresholds
set in regulation 49 CFR 1105.7 (e)(5). Therefore, the action does not require a
quantified analysis of emissions. Emissions associated with rail removal and
salvage operations will be temporary and will not have a significant impact on air

quality.

(i) Effects on Air Emissions

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has National Ambient

Air Quality Standards for pollutants (including ozone) as found in

17



(ii)

(iii)

regulation 40 CFR Part 50. The State of Ohio has established a mission

to meet these analysis thresholds; however, does not currently have

individual guidelines for air emissions. NSR does not anticipate any

adverse effect on Ohio’s air quality as a result of the proposed
abandonment; however has requested confirmation from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources and from the United States
Environmental Protection Agency. The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources conducted an inter-disciplinary review of the project, but did
not have any com.ments regarding air quality. A copy of this review can be
found in Appendix C. To date, a response has not been received from
the United States Environmental Protection Agency; however, this report

will be updated should additional information be received.

Class | or Non-Atftainment Area

Lorain County, Ohio is located in a non-attainment area for particulate
matter 2.5, fine particles, and in a moderate area for 8 hour ozone. Lorain
County is in attainment for all other National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) pollutants according to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency. NSR does not believe any Class | or Non-Attainment
areas would be affected by the proposed abandonment, however
consultation has been requested from the United States Environmental
Protection Agency. ' |

Ozone Depleting Materials
Not applicable. Transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as

nitrogen oxide and Freon®) is not contemplated since the proposed action

is abandonment.

18



NOISE

The proposed action does not exceed Surface Transportation Board thresholds
set in regulation 49 CFR 1105.7 (e)(6). Therefore the action does not require a
quantified analysis of noise levels. Noise levels associated with rail removal or
salvage operations are temporary and should not have a significant impact on

the area surrounding the proposed abandonment.

There is no Federal noise regulation according to the Environmental Protection
Agency. In addition noise analysis thresholds could not be found for the State of
Ohio or for Lorain County.

7. SAFETY

(i) Public Health and Safety

Abandonment of the captioned rail line will have no significant effect upon
public health or safety. The line is not currently active and there are no
associated grade crossings.

(ii) Hazardous Materials Transport

Not applicable. Action proposed is abandonment.

(i) Hazardous Waste or Hazmat Spill Sites

A search of company récords and public databases was conducted. NSR
has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites; however, NSR does have
knowledge of one site where a hazardous material spill occurred on land

adjacent to the right-of-way. In April of 1994 there was an oil and fuel spill

19



8.

(i

in the South Lorain Yard located in the Village of Sheffield, Ohio. No

contaminants entered waterways and contaminated soil was removed.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Endangered Species/Critical Habitat‘

Through a search of public records, various threatened or endangered
species were found that may exist throughout the state of Ohio. The
complete list of species has been included in Appendix D. NSR also
consulted with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of
Wildlife as well as with the Division of Real Estate and Land Management
and these responses can be found in Appendix C. Four species listed as
state and federally endangered or threatened are within the historical
range of the project area. They are the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), the
bald eagle (Héliaeetus leucocephalus), the eastern massasauga
(Sistrurus catenatus), and the piping plover (Charadrius melodus). NSR
has been advised that trees should not be removed without additional
consultation and the broject should be stopped if the eastern massasauga
is encountered. In addition, NSR was provided with a local contact to
consult prior to project initiation to determine current information on the
presence of bald eagles. Finally, it was advised that the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service should be consulted for instructions regarding
the piping plbver. Consultation has been requested from this organization.
NSR was not made aware of critical habitats that would be destroyed or
modified as a result of the propoSed abandonment; however, comments
have not yet beeh received from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service. Should additional information become available, this report will
be updated. '
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Subsequent to the distribution of this report, the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) stated that its Natural Heritage Database
contains no records of rare species within the proposed project and that
there are no state nature preserves or scenic rivers in the vicinity of the
sité, but that the site is near the Black River Reservation. The ODNR
Division of Wildlife had no comments regarding this project. A copy of this
message is in Appendix C.

(i) Sanctuaries, Refuges and Parks

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Real Estate and

Land Management has verified that the line segments proposed for

abandonment do not pass through state parks or forests, national parks or

forests, or wildlife sanctuaries; however the project site is near the Black
River Reservation. It was suggested that consultation be requested from

Lorain County Metroparks regarding this area. -‘Comments were received

from Lorain County Metroparks; however, they expressed no concerns for

the Black River Reservation. A copy of each correspondence is attached

in Appendix C. No adverse effects on wildlife Sanctuaries, National Parks
or Forests, or State Parks or Forests are anticipated.

WATER

(i) Water Quality Standards

NSR will be salvaging track and material, but there are no plans to
remove or alter the contour of the roadbed underlying the rail line to be
abandoned. Since there are no plans to undertake in-stream work, or
dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the proposed

abandonment, water quality impacts are not expected. The Buffalo
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(ii)

(iif)

District of the Army Corps of Engineers has determined they have no
jurisdiction over the proposal and no permit is required based on the
project as outlined. In addition, while waterways are present around the
areas surrounding the project, the Army Corps of Engineers has
determined that they are not ‘navigable Waters of the United States’.
According to initial conversations with a storm water engineer from the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, there should be no water quality
interests as long as the road bed of the rail line remains intact during
salvage operations; which Norfolk Southern intends to do. By letter, the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water referred Norfolk

" Southern to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. A copy of each

agency response is included in Appendix C. Should a response from the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency be received, this report will be
updated.

Wetlands/100-Year Flood Plains

To the knowledge of NSR the segments do not intersect 100-year flood
plains, or cross wetlands. Verification has been requeéted from the Army
Corps of Engineers and from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Real Estate and Land Management.

Section 402 Permit

The rail segment proposed for abandonment does not traverse any
waterways and there are no associated bridges. To the knowledge of
NSR, a permit under Section 402 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act will not be required as there will be no use of fill materials, dredging, or
in-stream work. Verification was requested from the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources Division of Water who referred Norfolk Southern to the

22



10.

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. Should additional information be

received from this agency, the report will be updated.

PROPOSED MITIGATION

Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expected to produce adverse
environmental impacts. Only minimal.physical ‘activity may occur, such as
removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances. NSR will undertake all
reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment

does not produce adverse environmental impacts.
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APPENDIX A
Site Map
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APPENDIX B
Agency Letter
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Proposed rail line abandonment of two segments of rail line between MP LV 25.25 and MP LV 24.17 and between
MP LV 23.55 and MP LV 22.32, a distance of 2.31 miles, located in the Village of Sheffield, Lorain County, Ohio.

NORFOLK
SOUTHERN

RECIPIENT LIST

AGENCY

CONTACT NAME

ADDRESS

Office of the Mayor
Sheffield Village

Mr. John Brich
Planning Commission
Member

4340 Colorado Avenue
Sheffield Village, OH 44054

Office of the Mayor
Sheffield Village

Ms. Darlene Ondercin
Mayor of Sheffield Village

4340 Colorado Avenue
Sheffield Village, OH 44054

Ohio Department of
Natural Resources

Mr. Randy Sanders
Division of Real Estate and
Land Management

2045 Morse Road
Building C-4
Columbus, OH 43229

Ohio Department of
Natural Resources

Mr. John Navarro
Program Director
Division of Wildlife

2045 Morse Road
Building G-3
Columbus, OH 43229

Ohio Department of
Natural Resources

Division of Natural Areas
and Preserves

2045 Morse Road, Building F-1
Columbus, Ohio 43229

Ohio Department of
Natural Resources

Mr. John Kessler
Division of Soil and Water
Conservation

2045 Morse Road
Building C-4
Columbus, OH 43229

Ohio Department of

Mr. Richard Bartz

2045 Morse Road

Environmental Protection

Surface Water Manager

Natural Resources Chief, Division of Water Building B-2
: Columbus, OH 43229
United States Mr. John Januska Northeast District Office

2110 East Aurora Road

Agency Twinsburg, OH 44087
Ohio Environmental Division of Surface Water 122 S. Front Street
Protection Agency Columbus, OH 43215

United States Army Corps

Mr. Richard J. Ruby

Buffalo District

of Engineers Biologist 1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199

United States Mr. Paul Novak | P.O. Box 1049

Environmental Protection | Manager NPDES Certification | Columbus, OH 43216

Agency

Office of the Mayor | Mayor Craig Foltin 200 West Erie Avenue

City of Lorain Lorain, OH 44052-1647

Lorain County Community

Mr. Robert F. Twining

Lorain County Administration Bidg.

Development Department | Director 226 Middle Avenue
Elyria, OH 44035-5641

Lorain County Mr. Dan Martin 12882 Diagonal Road

Metro Parks Director LaGrange, Ohio 44050

Ohio Department of
Natural Resources

Mr. Steve Holland
Consistency Coordinator

Office of Coastal Management
105 W. Shoreline Drive
Sandusky, OH 44870
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e SOUTHERN

Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207

April 17, 2006

RE: Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 268x)
Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Proposed Abandonment

Dear Sir/Madam:

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon two segments of rail line between Mileposts LV 25.25 and
LV 24.17 and between mileposts LV 23.55 and LV 22.32, a distance of 2.31 miles, located in the
Village of Sheffield, Lorain County, Ohio.

Enclosed is a Preliminary Environmental Report which describes the proposed abandonment and
other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track abandonment can be found in Appendix A
of this report.

NSR ‘does not anticipate any adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any adverse
environmental effects please describe any actions that would assist in alleviating them. Please
provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be included in
an Environmental Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). Appendix B of this
Preliminary Environmental Report lists the various agencies receiving this report and the type of
information NSR anticipates receiving from those agencies.

This report is also being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB’s independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the information
is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
Board’'s Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) by telephone at (202) 565-1552 or by mail to:

Surface Transportation Board,
1925 K Street, N.W., Room 3219
Washington DC 20423-001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your written comments (with
a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.
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Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, NSR must
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information by telephone to Donna
Braun at (757) 629-2889, or provide a copy of your comments email at donna.braun@nscorp.com.
Or by mail to: ‘ ‘ :

Donna L. Braun

Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Three Commercial Place

Norfolk, VA 23510-9207

Sincerely,

Marcellus C. Kirchner /
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Railway Company

,29 t



Appendix C
Agency Responses and
Telephone Consultations
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APPENDIX D
Federal and State Threatened and
Endangered Species Listings



OHIO Endangered and Threatened Species

MAMMALS
Indiana Bat *E Myot/s soda//s

Snowshoe hare Lepus americanus

BIRDS

Egretta thulé

REPTILES

Copperbelly water snake *T Nerodia erythrogaster neglecta

Tlmber rattlesnake Crotalus horridus horridus

Léke Erie v‘vatervsnake *T Nerodia sipedon lnsularum
AMPHIBIANS

Eastern hellbender Cryptobranchus alleganiensis alleganiensis

Eastern spadefoot o 7 Scaphlopus holbrook//
FISHES
Ohio lamprey —_lchthyomyzon bdellium
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regonus:
Hlodon aloso:des

MOLLUSK
Snuffbox
onyshe

i:anshell

*E

Elephant-ear

g

Y

Rabbitsfoot

Monkeyfacei - /) iddiula m
Wartyback Quadrula nodulata

-
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DRAGONFLIES
Hine's emerald *E
?ﬁ»mfw
‘dar

MOttlm waariie!
Plains cIubtall

LYeIIow-sided skimmer Libellula flavida

DAMSELFLIES
Linpad forktail ‘ _ ‘ lschnura kelllcottl

Brachycentrus numerosus

MAYFLIES
Rhithrogena pellucida

MIDGES
Rheopelopia acra
BUTTERFLIES

Persms dusky wing Erynnis persius
41 4 Gkt




MOTHS

Unexpected cycnia Cycnia inopinatus
o ;! 4

¢

ficholita notata

Pointed sallow

Ufeus satyricus

BEETLES
Kramer's cave beetle

Pseudanophthalmus krameri
American burying beetle *E Nicrophorus americanus

*E and *T denote federal (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) listed endangered
and threatened species, respectively
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Historic Report

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment

Proposed Action and Alternatives

Norfolk Southern Railway Compaﬁy (NSR) propdses to abandon two
segments of rail line 'in the Village of Sheffield in Lorain.County, Ohio. The
segments under consideration total approximately 2.31 miles beMeen mileposts
LV 25.25 and LV 24.17 and between mileposts LV 23.55 and LV 22.32. These
segments braﬁch off the'Bay Village to Vermilion, OH line at Lorain, OH and
were bnce used for car storage. They were formally discontinued in 1988
pursuant to ICC Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No.?X). In addition, adjacent track
from MP LV 1.15 to MP LV 22.32 wés abandoned in 1982 pursuant to ICC
Docket 30052. ). A map delineating the Iiné proposed for abandonment is

attached as Appendix A.

No revenue service has occurred on the line since 1988 when service was
discontinued. Resumption of service would require significént rehabilitation and
there have been no requests for service. In addition, the Village of Sheffield,
Ohio has previ'ously indvicated a desire to build a roadway through the property in
order to provide access to an industrial park. Under these circumstances, the
bnly known alteérnative would be to keep the raii in place; however, this,is- not

economically feasible for NSR.
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Additional Information

U.S.G.S Topographic Map
Maps were furnished to the Ohio Historic Preservation Office, Ohio

Historical Society.

Written Description of Right of Way

The width of the corridor is 100’; 50’ on each side of the track centerline‘.
A small portion of thé line at one time traversed through a small rail yard.
Through this area, the width of the corridor ranges from 160’ to 190" in width
from the track centerline. The surrounding property is about 95% forést and
the remaining areas “around thé corridor consist of residential and industrial

areas.

Photographs
As there are no bridges or other structures on the segment to be

abandoned, no photographs are provided.

Date of Construction of Structures

There will be no bridges or other structures associated with this

abandonment.



History of Operatiqns‘ and Changes Contemplated

Construction of the segments of rail line proposed for abandonment began
in Wellington, Ohio in1906 by the Lorain and West Virginia Railway Company.
The original charter of the Lorain and West Virginia RaiIWay Company was set by
the Wheeling and Lake Erie, who in turn had ties to the Wabash System. Joseph
Ramsey, an employee 6f the Wabash System, laid the course into Lorain, Ohio;
Angther Wabash _Systvem employee, George Gould, secured financing for
construction from a group of Ohio investors. Duri'ng the financial panic' of 1906-
1907 Gould lost his holdingé; however, the railroad was constructed as planned
andthe other investors did quite well with the venture. Construction of the line |

was contracted to the Wheeling and Lake Erie.

The Lorain and West Virginia Railway Company hauled coal to a steel mill
located in Lorain and returned south with ore and other finished steel products.
Within the Village of Sheffield the Lorain and West Virginia.Railway Company
built a small roundhouse, coal chute, and watering facility in order to handle the
short-term storage of locomotives and minor repairs and sérvicing. At one time,
the railroad also provided coal delivery to Oberlin College in Oberlin and served a
steam shovel bucket manufacturer in Wellington. Until 1948 the Lorain-and West
Virginia Railway Company was an integral link to both the Wheeling and Lake
Erie and the Wabash Systems and then in 1948 merged into the New York,

Chicago and St. Louis Railroad, also known as the Nickel Plate.
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Althbugh the Lorain and West Virginia Railway Company existed for over
forty years, the railroad never had specific indi\}idual equipment lettering and
mostly used equipment from its parent road, the Wabash system. Anoth(er
-distinction of this railroad is that it never grew past Lorain County borders,
serving only those industries within Lorain. Aln addition, the railroad never offered
passenger service. In 1969 heavy rains washed out part of the rail line near-
Wellington and service over this segment was diséontinued with the excéption of

part of the northern track used to deliver goods to Ohio Edison. In addition,

storage use continued at the Wellington Yard.

When the Lorain and West Virginia Railway Company merged with the
Nickel Plate the traffic over this line declined significantly. The Nickel Plate
already had a connection to the steel mill and the Lorain and West Virginia
Railway Company'’s line was considered redundant. The Nickel Plate was built in
1881 to competé with the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway. At the
time Jay Gould and William‘Vanderbilt controlled virtually all railroad traffic in the
mid-west so the creation of the New York, Chicago, and St Louis Railroad was a
welcomed event. The people in surrounding areas looked forward to the -
economic returns a new railroad could. brihg to the area and also wanted a break
in the high freight rate.s charged by the two men. Vanderbilt and Gould took
gréat interest in the construction of the Nickel Plate and both wanted to acquire:

the railroad in order to mitigate the potential threat posed to their existing
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operations. Vanderbilt even tried to ruin the reputétion'of and devalue the new
road before construction was complete by saying it was built with inferior
materials and tlhat it would operate with unsafe prac{ices once complete.
Regardless of Vanderbilt's attempts, the railroad’s reputation remained in tact
and it served a large area including Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and
llljnois. Its primary coﬁnection cities were Buffalo, NY, Chicago, IL, Indianapolis,

IN, St Louis, MO and Toledo, OH. The first trains were run on October 16, 1882.

Shortly after the Nickel Plate became operational, on October 25, 1882 it
was sold to Vanderbilt for 7.2 million dollars and he transferred it to his Lake
Shore and Michigan Southern Railway. Vanderbilt was determined that Gould
would not gain control of the new road so he fell into a precérious position of not
wanting the railroad to perform well against his own, but also not wanting it to fall
into receivership so that it became susceptible to outside purchase. In addition,
the asset was quite expensive to‘purchase creating a desire for some reasonable
amount of financial return. As a result, the Nickel Plate only did enough business
to keep it solvent while the Lake Shore and Michigan SoUthern flourished during
this same period. As the Nickel Plate handled so few trains, service wasb very
fast and by 1888 it was nicknamed ‘The Meat Express Line’. Vanderbilt was also
responsible for the creation of the New York Central Railroad, into which he
merged various other railroads including the Nickel Plate.

In 1915 Vanderbilt was found in violation of antitrust laws because the

New York Central had control over the Nickel Plate. At this time the New Yark
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Central sold the road to the Van Swerin-gen Brethers for 8.5 million dollars. In
1922 the Nickel Plate gained control of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad

| Compeny and the Toledo, St. Louis & Western Railroad, also known as the
Clover Leaf, bringing the total miles of track operate‘d by the railroad to 1,683
miles. The railroad served industrial, agricultural and distribution companies.
Finally after years of controlling the Wheeling and Lake Erie, the Nickel Plate
leased it on December 1, 1949. While the Lorain and West Virginia Railway
Company never operated outside of the county of Lorain, the Wheeling and Lake

Erie never operated outside the state of Ohio.

Around 1960, various railroads began thinking of mergers including a
potential merger between the New York Central and the Pennsylvania. The
Nickel Plate began searching for a merger candidate due to fear that the
potential merger of the New York Central and the Pennsylvania could result in
disastrous competition. The Norfolk and Western was also seeking an ally fn to
extend its coal operations to the Midwest so the two railroads began negotiating.
~As a result, other small railroads in the area understood the need to merge and
the Wabash Railroad, the Akron, Canton & Youngstewn, and the Pittsburgh &
West Virginia Railroads merged with the Nickel Plate and the Norfolk and
Western on October 16, 1964. This merger was one of the most complex
mergers of the era. |

The mergers of 1964 were é result of a declining financial situation in the

railroad industry after WWIi; however, the Norfolk and Western remained a very
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profitable_railroad. The Norfolk and Western Railway was a product of over 200
rallroad mergers between 1838 and 1982 and for most of this time retained
headquarters in Roanoke, Vlrg|n|a The oldest ancestor of the Norfolk and
Western, the City Pomt Railroad, formed in 1838 and was about nine miles long
from City Point, now known as Hopewell, to Petersburg, VA. ‘The railroad played
a crucial role in the U.S. Civil War and then after the war became‘part of the
Southside Railroad. In 1870 the Southside Railroad, the Norfolk and Petersburg -
Rallroad and the Virginia and Tennessee Rallroad linked to form the Atlantic,
Mississippi and Ohio Railroad. In 1881 the Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio went *
into receivershtp and was purchased by the owner of the Shenandoah Valley
Railroad, E.W; Clark, and renamed the Norfolk and Western. Soon after the
railroad merged with the Shenan"doah Valley naming Big Lick, now known as
Roanoke, VA, its headquarters. During this time the Norfolk ahd Western was
extended through western Virginia and West Virginia, to Columbus and |
Cincinnati, OH, and to Durham and Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The Norfolk
~and Western remained protitable throu:qh all the World Wars and the Depression,
always paying dIVIdendS During WWI the railroad was operated in conjunction
with its largest competltor the Virginia Rallway During this time the two
railroads benefited _from operating efficiencies that inspired a desire to merge_.
After various attempts, the ICC finally approved the merger in 1959.

‘Norfolk and Western Railway Company was ineorporated by special act of
Virgihia approved on January 15, 1896, and scheeded, under a plan of

_ reorganization, to the properties of Norfolk and Western Railroad Company, the
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Lynchburg and Dur‘ham Railroad Company (ihat had been sold first to the
Norfolk, Lynchburg and Durham Railroad Company) and the Roanoke and
Southern Railway Company (that had‘been sold first tb the Norfolk, Roanoke and
Southern Railroad Company). ' T.he two companies in parenthesis were
organized on the dates of purchase for the sole purpose of acquiring and
transferring the property of the named corﬁpanies to Nc;rfolk and Wesfern

Railway Company.

In 1982 the Norfolk and Western merged with the Southern Railway
Company; a railroad that was incorporated Under the laws of the Commonwealth
of Virginia on June 18, 1894. Southern Railway Company was successor to -
Richmond and Weét Point Terminal Railway. and Warehouse Company
(i_ﬁcorporated in 1880) and its subsidiaries, including principal subsidiaries
Richmond and Danville Railroad Company (1847), the East Tennessee, Virginia
and Georgia Railway Company (1887), Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta
Railroad Company (1869), Virginia Midland Railway Company (1880), Columbia
and Greenville_RaiIroad Company (1880), Western North Carolina Railroad
Company (1880) and Georgia Pacific Railway Company (1881). Except for
leased lines of the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line Railway C'ompany (1877) and
- the North Carolina Railroad Company (1868), these railroads were declared
”i;nsolvent and placed in receivers' hand in 1892. In 1894, these insolvent
railroads were sold at foréclosure sales and deeded to the Southern Railway-

Company. Southern Railway Company also then leased the Atlanta and

73]



Charlotte Air Line Railway Company and North Carolina Railroad Combany
properties. Southern Railway Company acquired several other smaller
companies in 1.-894. After its acquisitiohs and leases in 1894, Southern Railway
Company operéted 4,432 miles_‘of‘ railwéy line, 3,940 miles of which were owned
ahd 492 miles of which .were leased. The Southern and its predecessors are
credited for many firsts in the railroad industry including the South Carolina Canal
& Rail Road Co being the first to operate at hight or carry passengers as well as
U.S. tropps and mail. Southern Railway was the first major U.S. railroad td
convert to diesel power Iocomotives’as well. The Southern Rai‘lway was the.
longest line in the south and known for its modernization ahd innovation including
the use of computers, mechanization of track maintenance, improved car |

efficiency, and tight fiscal policy.

Norfolk Southern Corboratidn, a non-carrier holding company, wés
incorp_orated in the Commonwealth of Virginia on July 23, 1980. Based on an
Agreement of Merger‘and Reorganization, dated July 31, 1980, and eventual
lnterstate Commerce Commission approval, Norfolk Southern Corporation
acquired control of Norfolk and Western Railway Comp;any and Southern
Railway Company and their subsidiaries.

On December 4, 1980, Norfolk Southern Corporation, Norfolk and
Western Railway Company, and Southern Railway Company filed a joint
application to the ICC in Finance Docket No. 29430 (Sub-No. 1), pursuant to

which they sought authority under 49 U.S.C. 11343 for Norfolk Southern
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Corporation to acquire control through stock ownership of Norfolk and Western
- Railway Company and its subsidiary carrier companies, and of Southern Railway

Company and its consolidated system companies.

Under approval granted by the ICC in Finance Docket No. 29430 (Sub-
No.1), Norfolk Southern Corporation — Control — Non‘olk and Western Railway
Cdmpany and Southern Railway Compahy, 366 1.C.C. 173 (1982), dated March
19, 1982, Norfolk Southern Corporatidn acquired control of Norfolk ahd Western
Railway Company and Southern R'ailwayxComp'any on June 1, 1982.

Two books on the Norfolk and Western Railway Company and Southern
Railway Comp}any systems provide detailed information on the companies’
history and development to the time of the Norfolk Southern consolidation. They
are: E. F. Pat Striplin, The Norfolk'and Western: A Histofy (Roanoke, VA: The
Norfolk and Western Railway Co., 1981) and Burke Davis, The Southern
Railway: .Ro'ad of the Innovators (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina

Press, 1985).

Effective December 31, 1990, Southérn Railway Co'mpany changedits
name to Norfolk Southern Railway Company. Norfolk and Western Railway
Compahy became a wholly-owned subsidiary of Norfolk.Southern Railway
Company rather than a ‘subsidiary. of Norfolk Southern Corporation. Then
effective September 1, 1998 pursuant to a notice of exemption filed in STB

Finance Docket No. 33648, Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Merger
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Exemption — Norfolk and Western Railway Compény, served August 31, 1998,
" Norfolk Southern Railway Company merged Norfolk and Western Railway

Company into NSR.

Norfnlk Southern Corporation (“NSC”), parent to Norfolk Southern Railway
Company (“NSR"), entered into a Transaction Agreement (the “Conrail
Transaction Agreement”) among NSC, NSR, CSX Corporation (“CSX"), CSX
Transportation, Inc. (“*CSXT"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of CSX; Conrail Inc.
(“CRR"); Consolidated Rail Corporation (“Conrail”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of
CRR, and CRR Holdings LLC, daten June 170, 1997, pursuant to which CSX and
NSC indirectly acquired all the outstanding capital..stock of CRR. The Conralil
Transaction Agreement was approved by the Surface Transportation Board
(“STB”) in a decision sérved July 23, 1998 in STB Finance Docket No. 33388,
CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, l_nc.,) Norfolk Southern Corporation
and Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Control and Operating

Leases/Agreements — Conrail /nc. and Consolidated Rail Corporation. The

transaction was closed and became effective June 1, 1999.

Pursuant to the Conrail Trénsaction Agreement, certain Conrail assets
were allocated to Pennsylvania Lines LLC (“PRR"), a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Conrail. Furthermore, pursuant to the Conrail Transaction Agreement, PRR's
assets, in turn, were leased to and wefé operated by NSR under the terms of an .

allocated assets operating agreement between PRR and NSR (the “NSR
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Operating Agreement”) with an original term of twenty-five (25) years fromthe
effective date of June 1, 1999, and two optional renewal terms of five (5) years
each. The Conrail Transaction Agreement permitted NSR to operate and to

enter into various transactions with regard to the assets allocated to PRR.

On June 4, 2003, Norfolk'Southern Corporatior] (NSC), CSX Corporation
(CSX), and Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) announced the joint filing of a':
petition with the STB for approval to establish direct owne4rs'hip and control by
| CSX Transportétion,‘ Inc. (CSXT) and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR),
the railroad subsidiaries of CSX and NSC, respectively, of the two Conrail
subsidiaries — New York Central Lines LLC (NYC) and Pennsylvania Lines LLC
(PRR) that CSXT and NSR had been managing and operating, respectively,
sin_ce June 1, 1999 under operating agreements approved by the STB in the
1998 decision. The STB.approve_d the petition, subject to certain conditions, in a
decision served on November 7, 2003. The transaction was concluded on
Augﬁsté?, 2004 by the merger of NYC and PRR into CSXT and NSR,
respectively. The transaction’s effect was to replace the PRR and NYC
" operating agreements and allow NSR and CSXT to operate the NYC and PRR

lines via direct ownership.

The segment of rail line proposed for abandonment lies in Lorain County
in the northeastern region of the state of Ohio. It is considered to be a part of

what locals refer to as ‘Greater Cleveland’. The county was named for the

A
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province of Lorraine in France by Heman Ely, an early settler of the area.

Several books have been written about Lorain County including the History of
Lorain County, Ohio, with illustrafions & biogréphical sketch'eé of some of jts
prominent men‘and pioneérs (Philadelphia, Williams Brothers, 1879 [Evansville,
Ind., Unigraphic, Inc., 1973) and G. Frederick Wright, A standard history of Lorain
County, Ohio : an authentic narrative of the past, with particular attention to the
modern era in the commércial, industrial, civic aﬁd social development : a
ghronicle of the people, with family lineage and memoirs (Salem, MA : Higginson

Book Company, 1994, ¢1990).

The change contemplated in the operation of the. subject railroad line in
Lorain County, Ohio is for Norfolk Southern Railway Company to abandon the
subject unprofitable line of railroad, salvage the track and material aﬁd to the
extent of its title to the real estate to deal with the right-of-way as ordinary real
estate no longer subject to a common carrier obligation. There is no feasible
alternative to the abandonment action because there is no revenue or potentiél
revenue from railroad tréffic on the line or other income sufficient to cover the

costs of ownership, maintenance and operation of the property.

Summary of Documents in Carrier's Possession that Might be Useful
for Documeriting a Structure that is Found to be Historic

There are no structures on or associated with the line.

78"



Opinion Regarding Criteria for Listing in the National Register of
Historic Places

NSR's opinion is that the line does not meet the criteria for listing in the
National Register of Historic Plages. The line segment proposed for
abandonment does not contain any bridges or other structures. In addition, the
line passes mostly through wooded areas; therefore, NSR has no reason to
believe that there is any likelihood of finding historic properties on the line

proposed for abandonment.

Subsurface Ground Conditions that Might Affect Archaeological
Recovery

NSR is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or
environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover,
abandonment of the line and salvage of material from its surface will not affect |
any potential archaeological resources. The subsurface of the right-of-Way was
initialiy disturbed in the construction of the railroad line by grading and filling.
Abandonme.nt and salvage of the line will not result in activities below the

~ surface, or below the level of initial disturbance.

Follow-Up Information

'NSR will proVide any relevant and available additional information as

required or appropria_te.



Historic Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R § 1105.8(c), the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Historic Report in Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. -
268X) was mailed via first class mail on April 24, 2006 to the following party:

Ms. Rachel M. Tooker, SHPO
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
Ohio Historical Society

567 East Hudson Street
Columbus, OH 43211-1030

-

Marcellu‘s C. Kirchner
April 24, 2006
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N o Marcellus C. Kirchner
orfolk Southern Corporation . . .

. Three Commercial Place Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-2191 ' (757) 629-2679
‘ v (757) 823-5807 FAX

April 24, 2006

Ms. Rachel M. Tooker, SHPO
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
Ohio Historical Society

567 East Hudson Street
Columbus, OH 43211-1030

RE:  Docket No AB-290 Sub-No. 268X, Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment — in the Village of Sheffield, Ohio

Dear Ms. Tooker:

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon two segments of rail line in the Village of Sheffield in
Lorain County, Ohio. The segments under consideration total approximately 2.31 miles
between mileposts LV 25.25 and LV 24.17 and between mileposts LV 23.55 and LV 22.32.
Enclosed is a Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected historic effects,
as well as a map of the affected area, topographical maps and a bridge information list.

We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis
for the Board’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If you believe any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing,
or if you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact
the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street,
N.W., Washington, D. C. 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above
Docket. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for
processing this action, your written comments (with a copy to us) would be appreciated as
soon as possible. Please refer your comments to Donna Braun by email at
donna. braun@nscorp com or by mail to: :

Donna Braun

Norfolk Southern Railway Company
3 Commercial Place

12" Floor — Strategic Planning
Norfolk, VA 23510 '
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Page 2
April 24, 2006

Your comments will be conéidéred by the Board in evaluating the historic impacts of the
contemplated action. If there are any questlons concermng this proposal, please contact Ms.
Braun directly as indicated above.

Sincerely,

Marcellus C. Kirchner

Enclosures
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August 18, 2006

Donna Braun

Norfolk Southern Railway Company
3 Commercial Place

12" Floor — Strategic Planning
Norfolk, Virginia 23510

Dear Ms. Braun:

Re: Abandonment of approximately 2.31 miles of railway in Sheffield, Ohio
Docket No. AB-290 Sub-No. 268x
LV 25.25 - LV 24,17
LV 23.55 - LV 22.32

This is in response to correspondence received on April 27, 2006 from Marcellus Kirchner of
Norfolk Southern Railway Corporation regarding the above referenced project. My comments are
made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and
the associated regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.

The project involves the abandonment of approximately 2.31 miles of rail line in Sheffield, Ohio.
A:check of our records shows that there are no properties within or adjacent to the project area
that are included in either the Ohio Historic Inventory or the Ohio Archaeological Inventory, nor is
the rail line that will be abandoned within or adjacent to a historic district that is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.

No photographs of the rail line or its surroundings were submitted. However, the Historic Report
included in Mr. Kirchner's submission does state that there are “no bridges or other structures on
the segment to be abandoned” and that “the surrounding property is about 95% forest”, which
suggests that there are few, if any, built resources adjacent to the line that may derive
significance from their association with it.

Based on the information submitted, | concur with your finding that the proposed abandonment
will not affect historic properties. No further coordination with this office is necessary unless there
is a change in the project.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me by phone at (614) 298-2000 or
by e-mail at jcook@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
. 7. 0@/\

stin M. Cook, History Reviews Manager
esource Protection and Review
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. Exhibit 3
AFFIDAVIT

The State of Ohio, Lorain County, ss.

I,...Leona Laurenti.............. e

of THE MORNING JOURNAL, (a newspaper
printed in said County, and in general mrcula'tlon
therein and meeting the requirements of Sect.lon
7.12 of the Revised Code as amended, effective
September 14, 1957.) being duly sworn, do upon
oath, depose and say that the annexed advertisement

was published in said newspaper.

...August 1,2006

cer s e e e

s et n s e e e

Notary Public
Printer’s Fee $......279.17..cccvvvvviiiniin...
Affidavit S, 3 P
Total $...... 280.02. .
LJNo. . 7 2840‘9' ..................
Dorothy Kitchen

Notary Public

State of Ohio

My Comm. Exp.‘9/9/06
84

(Paste clippinpan £ exempranc: |

e
NOTICE OF INTENT TO,
. ABANDON RAIL
- SERVICE

Norfolk -Southern Rail-
way Company gives
notice that on or about f
-August 29, 2006, it-in-
1tends to_file with the
!Surface Transportation |
Board (STB), Washing-
ton, DC 20423, a ne-
itice of exemption un-
der 49 CFR 1152 Sub-

(donments permitting
jthe abandonment of a
total of 2.31miles of a
line of railroad between
mileposts LV-22.32
7 jand LV-23.55 and pe-

o tween mileposts Lv-

24.17 and LV-25.25 it
the Village of Sheffield,
which traverses §
ithrough United States |
Postal - Service ZIP|
lCode 44055, in Lorain !
jCounty, Ohio. The line!
includes the former
station.of South Lorain,
Ohio.” The proceeding
will be docketed. as
No. AB-290 (Sub-No!
268X). -

The STB's Section of
Environmental Analysis
(SEA) . will generally |-
prepare an Environ-
mental  Assessment |
(EA), which will nor-
mally be available 25
days -after the filing of
the notice of exemp-
tion. Comments on en-
vironmental and ener-
%y matters should be
e

d no later than 15
days after the EA be-
comes available to the
public and will be ad-
dressed in an ‘STB de-
cision. Interested per-
sons: may obtain a
copy of the EA or
make' inquiries regard-
ing environmental mat-
ters by writing to the
-Section of Environmen-
tal Analysis, Surface
Transportation Board,
1925 K Street, N.wW,,
! Washington, DC

20423-0001 or by call- |
ing that office at 202-
| 565-1545, '

R e r——— S

Appropriate offers of fi-:
nancial assistance to
continue rail. service
can-be filed with the|
STB. 'Requests for en-
vironmental conditions,
public use conditions,
or rail banking/ trails}
use also can be filed'
with the STB. An origi- |
nal and 10 copies of'
any pleading that rais-
es matters other than
"environmental issues
(such as- trails use,
public use, and offers |
of financial assistance)
must be filed directly
with the STB's Office of
the Secretary, 1925 K
Street, N.wW., ‘Washing-
ton, . DC 20423-0001
[See 49 CFR 1104.1(a)
and 1104.3(a)], and
one copy must be
served on applicant's
representative [See 49
CFR 104.12(a)). |.
| Questions regarding |
offers of financial | as>
sistance, public use or
trails use -may be di-
rected to the 's Of-
fice of Congressionai
and Public Services at
'202-565-1592. Copies
of any comments or
requests for conditions
should be served on
the applicant's repre-
sentative: James R.
| Paschall, Senior Gen--|,
'eral Attorney, Norfolk |
}Southem Corporation,
\.Three Commercial
Place,  Norfolk, VA
[23510-9241, (757) 629-
2759. . !
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Norfolk Southern Corporation

Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-2191 -

(757) 629-2759

Mr. Alan R. Schriber, Chairman
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street

Columbus, OH 43215

Ohio Department of Transportation
Division of Rail Transportation
LeVeque Tower

50 West Broad Street, 15" Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

U. S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250-0003

Exhibit 4

James R. Paschall
Senior General Attorney

August 10, 2006

Regional Director

National Park Service

U. S. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Fioor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Ms. Jan Matthews, Associate Director

U. S. Department of the Interior-National Park Service
Cultura! Resources, Room 3126

1849 C Street, N. W.

Washington, DC 20240

United States Department of Defense

Military Traffic Management Command (MTMCTEA)
Transportation Engineering Agency

Railroads for National Defense Program

720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., Suite 130

Newport News, VA 23606-2574

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 268X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company —

Abandonment in Lorain County, Ohio

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuantto 49-CFR, 1152.50(d)(1), Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) hereby‘giVes notice

that on or about August 29, 20086, it will file with the Surface Transportation Board a notice of exemption
from regulation in accordance with the exemption regulations set forth at 49 CFR Part 1152, Subpart F. That
notice of exemption will permit NSR’s abandonment of 2.31 miles of railroad lying between mileposts LV-
22.32 and LV-23.55 and between mileposts LV-24.17 and LV-25.25 in the Village of Sheffield, in Lorain
County, Ohio (see attached map). No revenue traffic has originated or terminated or moved overhead on the
line to be abandoned for more than two years. Based on information in our possession, the line does not
contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made
available promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,

%QQML/Z/

James R. Paschall

JRP:kch B
Enclosure .85

Operating Subsidiary: Norfolk Southern Railway Company



